
Agricultural Services

Empowerment through sustainable agriculture



With an acute awareness of the increasing demand 
for agricultural training at primary levels in Africa, 
NOSA Agricultural Services adopted the course materi-
al in 2012, with a view to updating and expanding existing 
information, and widening the scope of its relevance to 
include all African countries.

Utilising NOSA’s extensive infrastructure, existing contacts and 
depth of experience in the health and safety training �elds, 
NAS aims to become the primary provider of basic agricultural 
training throughout the African continent.

To uplift and empower African agriculture through the 
provision of sustainable, appropriate and relevant agricul-
tural training, education and support systems.

NOSA Agri is a wholly owned subsidiary of NOSA (Pty) Ltd, the 
leading global supplier of occupational risk management 
services and solutions, and proudly the most recognised brand in 
the SHEQ risk management industry. NOSA is in turn a wholly owned 
subsidiary of MICROmega Holdings, a company listed on the JSE.

Food security – The African solution 
Food security is becoming an increasingly serious global issue, caused mainly by increasing populations, ongo-
ing climatic uncertainty, and the diminishing availability of productive agricultural land in �rst world countries.
The bottom line remains that for African agriculture to undergo a radical improvement, in line with the volume 
of money available for investment, the skills levels of the small farmers need to be uplifted at grass roots level, in 
order to increase their individual and collective productivity.

NOSA Agri is ideally positioned to play a prominent role in this crucial education and training process and intends  to 
become the forerunner in agricultural training and information provision throughout Africa.

We at NOSA Agri �rmly believe that the only people who are able to drive the resurgence of sustainable African 
agriculture are us Africans. This will require the transfer of contemporary information and technology from the learned 
to the learners, using all means available.

THE NOSA AGRICULTURAL SERVICES COURSE

The course 
The Agricultural course covers Animal Husbandry, Crop Husbandry and Farm Management. The full course covers 30 
subjects and 350 lectures and was written speci�cally for the conditions prevailing in Central and Southern Africa.

The course is based on the highly regarded and internationally recognised Gwebi and Chibero Agricultural College courses 
and was developed, written and edited by Mr Peter Chard, former Vice-Principal of Gwebi Agricultural College in Zimbabwe.

The NOSA Agri Agricultural course has been developed as a broad-based modular agriculture course, covering a wide variety of 
relevant topics and combining theoretical knowledge with practical training and integrated �nancial management principles.

About Us



Target Market 

The Agricultural course is designed for a wide range of learners at di�erent 
levels:

• Land reform beneficiaries  
• Emerging commercial farmers
• Small scale commercial farmers
• Communal farmers
• Co-operative farmers
• Large scale commercial farm managers, foremen and labourers
• Extension officers and agricultural trainers
• Large companies involved in mining, engineering and agricultural   
 projects in Africa who wish to ful�l their social and ethical 
 responsibilities

Distribution 

The Agricultural course, either whole or in part, will be distributed to its target 
markets by various methods, including:

• Distance learning by traditional and digital media, including mobile   
 technology
• Modular format  
• Certificate packages  
• On-site group training by NOSA Agri trainers throughout Southern   
 and Central Africa
• In-house training using NOSA Agri training infrastructure and facilities

Assessment 

• Successful students will be awarded certificates of achievement
• Achievements will be recorded on the NOSA Agri learner database

NOSA Agri and African Agriculture
 
• The United Nations estimates the global population to reach 9.2   
 billion by 2050
• Food security is becoming a serious global issue caused by increasing  
 populations, climatic uncertainty and the shortage of arable land
• Agriculture is by far the world's largest business. The livelihoods of   
 approximately 2.6 billion people, 40% of the world’s population,   
 depend on it
• 60 percent of the world’s uncultivated arable land is lying unused in   
 Africa
• Sustainable agricultural education and training in Africa is crucial to   
 the continent’s growth and development
• There is a substantial need for African farmers to produce more food   
 for Africa and for the world

NOSA Agri understands the need for sustainable development by providing 
ongoing support and continuous training. We aim to provide occupational risk 
management to the agricultural sector, and strive to be the leader in up to date 
practical agricultural training and education in Africa.

Located across Southern Africa, NOSA, together with 
NOSA Agri has signi�cant business and training 

facilities, infrastructure, trainers and support services, 
in order to provide the quality agricultural education, 
training and support services that will unlock Africa’s 

agricultural potential. 



The course consists of three sections; Animal Husbandry, Crop Husbandry and Farm Management & Planning. Animal Production 
and Crop Production are made up of basic core studies plus additional subjects and modules. This allows the student to select the 
subjects of interest and that will be most useful to them in their career.  There are no optional subjects in Farm
Management & Planning.

   
ANIMAL PRODUCTION  Lectures  50 
Core Studies   
Animal Structure & Function 20 
Feeds & Feeding   20 
Animal Health   10           
   
Animal Production Modules     100   
Dairy Cattle   10 
Calf Rearing   10 
Beef Cattle   10 
Sheep & Goats   10 
Pig Production   10 
Poultry Production  10 
Rabbits, Bees & Fish  10 
Animal Breeding   10 
Veld & Pastures   10 
Horses    10  
  
 
CROP PRODUCTION  Lectures  50 
Core Studies   
Botany & Zoology  20 
Soil Science   20 
Agronomy & Plant Nutrition 10        
   
Crop Production Modules    100   
Tobacco    10 
Summer Grain Crops & Cotton 10 
Legumes   10 
Winter Crops   10 
Plantation Crops   10 
Other Field Crops  10 
Horticulture   10 
Forestry    10 
Irrigation   10 
Farm Machinery   10          
   
FARM MANAGEMENT  Lectures  50 
Marketing   10 
Farm Accounts   15 
Farm Budgeting   15 
Farm Planning   10        
 
 

Students can study in a single subject, any combination of subjects, 
or they can work for the following quali�cations:

Certi�cate in Animal   3 core studies plus 5 optional  
Production   subjects    
   

Certi�cate in Crop Production 3 core studies plus 5 optional  
    subjects

Advanced Certi�cate in  3 core studies plus 10 
Animal Production  optional subjects  
    

Advanced Certi�cate in Crop  3 core studies plus 10 
Production   optional subjects   
    

Certi�cate in Farm  4 core studies
Management   

Certi�cate in Agriculture 3 core studies plus 5 optional  
    subjects in animal production
    3 core studies plus 5 optional  
    subjects in crop production
    4 core studies in farm   
    management

Agricultural
Course Outline



Successful agricultural 
              production starts with 

        NOSA Agri



Agricultural Services

peter.dick@nosaagri.com     w .nosaagri.com

Pietermaritzburg o�ce
Tel:  033 345 8990 / 9238 / 
9457
Fax: 033 342 1982

Peter Dick - 082 827 8237

Sandton o�ce
Tel: 010 226 4000 / 011 218 8000
Fax: 010 226 4019

Craig Lyle - 084 547 1244  
craig.lyle@nosaagri.com 

It is a well known fact that food security is becoming an increasingly serious global issue, 
caused mainly by growing populations, on-going climatic uncertainty, and the diminishing 

availability of productive agricultural land in �rst world countries. Agriculture is positioned as 
one of the highlighted sectors on our continent, as research shows that 60% of the world’s 

uncultivated arable land is lying unused in Africa. 

NOSA Agri aims to uplift and empower African agriculture through the provision of 
sustainable and relevant agricultural training, education and support systems. The 

foundational and fundamental knowledge and skills for successful agricultural production 
starts with 

NOSA Agri.




